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Aluct ulnicnts ( <> (he ^.^aJlU^l 

The (bllowing listing ord^iims replaces nil previous versions of claims in the application: 

1 . (ciurcnilly nmonded) A nicLliod for facilitating supplier auditing (unctions in a 
comnninioation^ noivvork cnvironuKnl, cojnprising: 

receiving a request from a user system of aji enterprise system to initiate an activity, said 
aclivily inclilJing scheduling JUi (liidit for pcrfoiirning an initial or ongoing qualiHcation of an 
CNisliiig or prospoclivo trading p:3rluer of the enterprise system; 

assiijninu an a cces s level to a reque ster fi< the user sy stcju wit h respect to at least one 
cluiahasv; 

Kuid cnterpriiju system rctricvins data from the at least one database, said data 
corresponding to said rc guc^U ietivitv- selected: and 

tranj^nullini^ said dalato said user systcniJiasccUjpon the access level : 
wherein s;)i<l scheduling said audit includes: 

entering supplier ckila rchiling to the trading partner into a schedule form; 

entering requester infonnatioji into said schedule form; 

selecting an auditor to perform said audit; 

entering a pur|)OSv; for said audit; 

entering a time fnime for performing said audit; and 

distributing a completed sclicdidc form to at least one entity; mii | 
wherein further said enterprise system incUides a quality information network 
npplicaiion for executing activity optioiisjhat uicludc t he activity requested bv the user 
sysleuK 

2. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1 , wherein said activity includes assessing a 
supplier record lor determining a need to schedule a supplier audit. 

3. (withdiawn) The method of claim 2, wherein said assessing said supplier record 
i)ickKlos rcvicwiiig: 

past muTa activity; 
date i)fU)M audit; and 
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results ofpaiiL i\udils. 
4-5. (cnncclcci) 

6, (previously [presented) The nioLhod of claim 1, wherein said distributing said 
coinplclod sclicdtitc form is {iiitojnylicnily porrormiid by said quality infomiation network 
appliCi,ili(>n via a iliiUribulioJi list. 

7. (pruvioiiRly presented) The melhod of cliiini 1 , wherein said distribulitig said 
complclcd schedule form is mcmually porfonncd by said requester via a dislribiilion list provided 
by said rcqiicsitir. 

(previously prcaenlcd) The method of claim 1, wherein said requester is a divisional 
user comprising aL least one of an engineer and developer of the enterprise system, the divisionni 
Li$er requesting an audit of a trading partner that conesponds with an engineering or developer 
uroup lo which llio divisional u5cr belongs. 

9. (previously presented) The method of claim U wherein said sclcctinfisaid auditor by 
said rc<]uesler includes seleclion criteria inckiding: 

gcogroj^hic location of site to be audited; 
andiiint^ .skills posseiiscd by mA auditor; 
a commodity subject to said audit; and 
auditor prc-qualilic£tLion data. 

10, (previously preyontcd) The method of claim 9» further comprisinji: 
automalically ln.nv<;mitiing a notice to tsaid auditor; 

reccivinij a response to the notice from said auditor by said requester, wherein saitl 
ru^pnnsc is cither a couHrmation notice or a rejection notice. 

J 1 . (orivjnril) The method of claim 10, wherein said requester initiates a second auditor 
selection, based upon receiving said rejection notice, 

vout;20o()a563iJ.Si/ir/-oooi> 3 
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12. (previously presented) The mclbod oTclaini 1 , wherein said cnteriiig snid time frame 
for ptirformiuj? slid aiidil includes: 

onlcring ii dale planned for said niidit; and 
cnlcriiiji a ("[iiartcr planned for said audit 

13, (oritiiniil) The niclhod ofclaim 1, wherein said ucliviLy includes viewing a sehcdiiled 

iiLidil. 

M. (oriijinal) The method of claim 13, wherein said viewing said scheduled audit 
ineliidos vicwinfi by calcgorics» said categories including: 
all audits; 

coniplctcd audits; and 
planned andils. 

KS. (previously presented) The method ofclaim 13, wherein said viewing said scheduled 
audit includes viewing by: 
Inidini:; partner; 
i-egion; 

quarter by region by commodity; 

year by quarter; 

product caiciiory; 

requester; 

a I Editor; 

oryanixalion; and 
,sile owner, 

IG. (witlKlniwn) The method ofclaim 1, wherein said activity irchidcs providing audit 
repoitinLj <iata by an auditor, 

17. (withdrawn) The method ofclaim 16, wherein said providing said audit reporting 
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di\U\ \\\c\\u\os: 

providini; rmdit lost results; 
providing* audit analysis rcsulls; 

providing dula pcrtainini; to dcllcicncics in niccliiig industry standards; 
providing data pertaining to deficiencies in niceling govemmcnt standards; 
providing drilo pcrlaining to dcfjcicncics in meeting proprietor-imposed standards; 
allaehing said audit reporting dntu (o a corresponding audit schedule; 
transiniiting said audit repoiLiog data and said corresponding audit schedule to a 
designnled onli(y; and 

l)ropOfi'tjrig corrective actions. 

IS- (wididruwn) The method of cbini 17, wherein said transmitting said audit reporting 
d;\la and sard concsponding audit schedule is performed aulomadcally by said quality 
infonnalioti nclwork application via a distribution list. 

19. (withdrawn) The method of claim 17, wherein said transmitting said audit reporting 
data and said corresj^onding audit schedule is performed manually by said auditor via a 
di.siribniion list ])rovjdL'd by said auditor, 

20. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein said activity includes viewing audit 

rcjiorls, 

21. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein said activity includes viewing training 

data, 

22. (wididfawn) The method of claim 21, wherein said training data includes; 
lectures; 

seminars; 
classes; and 
resource jjiatcrials. 
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23. (whlKliawn) The mclhod of claim 1, wherein said activity includes viewing 
cxcCLitivc suinni::iry rcporls. 

24. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein said activity includes viewing 
rcleicnce dol^i, said rcreroiico data iitcliuling: 

indnslj'y $tiindiirds; 
government sfands^rds; and 
propricior-iiujioscd standards. 

25. (cuiTcnily iimcndcd) A method for facilitating supplier auditing functions in a 
coininunicadons network cnvirouincnl, comprising: 

receiving a request from a first enterprise system to contact a web site maintauied by a 
second enterprise $ysLcm, the firsi enterprise system comprising a trading partner of the second 
cntciprisc system; 

said second cntcqirisc system aulhcniicaling a user ]D and password of a user of said first 
LMUcrprise sy^lcni; 

I'ccciviiig a request from tht;^ first ciilcrpri^c ssyslcm to initiate an activity, said activity 
including viewing rcj^nUs of an audit pcrfoinicd on the trading partner by iho second enterprise 
system; 

assig]VM;jj', nu.accpss level to the first cntcq >fisc system with reapcct to at least one 

d.ajuba.sci 

?;aid second entcj prise system retrieving data corresponding to said requcsta c^t-wi-W 
sekictod from the yl leasit one daiabtust;, said dala including results of the audit; and 

transmilting said data to said first cntcqirisc system baaed ur^an the access level : 

whcTein k'Ml second enterprise system includes a quality information network 
application for cxcculijiy activity options includin g the activity requested bv the fir st entcrnrisc 
sy;Ucm. 

26. (withdrawn) The method of clium 25, fuilher comprising: 

repliciiiiny Kulucli,td data fields of a database associated with said second cntciprisc 
system rosuUins fi'om a rcqticst by said first cnteqirise to submit data into a supplier response 
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form, said rcqiiosL nssocialcd will^ a Jlrsl ofsaid activity options; 
prnviiliiu', ne.ces;^ to s;li(l dnlnbiLSe; 
di5>]^layiiig s:\id supplier response fonn; 

receiving response diiia from said first cntcqirisc system, said response data provided in 
said supplier response fomi; 

sUiriny ^^lid response Ualn in said daUibase; and 

associating said response data witli an entity within said second enterprise system. 

27. (widulrawn) The method ofclaim 26, wherein said entity is a division. 

28. (withdrawn) The method ofclaim 26, wherein said entity is a commodity, 

29. (withdrawn) The method of claim 26» fuither comprising: 
roetiivint; nn al(Hche<l text file with said ro^^ponse data. 

30. (wiih<h-.wn) 'I he mctliod ofclaim 26 wherein said associating said response data 
wilh said entity inelLidcs: 

sending a nolillcation to said iMilily; and 

making said rosj^onsc data available to said entity. 

31-32. (cmicelcd) 

33. (withdrawn) The jncthod orclaini 25, wherein said first enterprise system is a 
snjiplicr. 

34. (withdrawn) Tlie method ofclaiin 25, wherein said first enterprise systcn^ is a 
conlnict matnilaclnrer. 

35. (willulrawri) The method of chnm 25, wherein said first enterprise system is a 
Iradini^ partjier 
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36. {cinrunlly aiacndcd) A system for faciliuiting supplier auditing lunclions in a 
coitmuuncalioMs network cnvironrncnl, comprising: 

a liosl system including n web soivcr, an appliciitions server, and a database server; 
a &M<\ siDVMgo device in comnuinictUioii wilh said host system; 

quality inlbrmntion network software application being executed by said lioi^l fty^itcmjor 

fircw:dl in conininnication with said host system; 
a workstalion; and 

a comjMiicr network connecting the host system to the workstation; wherein the quality 
inlbrniation nclwork software application performs: 

receiving; a rc<iucst from (he workstation of an enterprise of the host system lo initiate an 
aciivity, said activity inchiding scheduling an audit for performing an initial or ongoing 
qualificnlion of an existing or prospective trading partner of ihe enleriirise; 

assi gnj riji an acces s level to a reques ter at the workst ation wilh respect to at least one 
d_a t aba s c q ft h o data slorauc device: 

retrieving data from the at le ast one databased-a-(Tirsk )ru t L^e devi ee, said data corresponding 
to .s:atd rcqiuisiactlvity selected; and 

Iran.SmiitinLi; yaid data to said workstatio n based upon the access level ; 
wherein said scheduling said avid it includes: 

entering supplier <liitu relating to the trading partner into a schedule form; 

cnloriug requester information into said schedule fonn; 

«u]ecling an auditor to ])erfomi said audit; 

entering a purpose for saitl audit; 

entering a time frame for performing said audit; and 

distributing a completed schedule form to at least one entity. 

37. (previously presented) 'f he system of claim 36, wherein said data storage device 
includes; 

a reference database; 

tin audit scliodulc database; 

an audit reports database; 

Yaiw,ooaa56.u/si/f27-oao2 8 
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:in cxcciilivc <;unimary dLilubiiso; and 

u supplier <iiin)ily pcrfonnance diiU-ibu.'^e relating lo llie trading partner. 

38. (canceled) 

39. (pn;vioiisly presented) Tho syslcm of claim 36, wherein said computer network is 
(he IiUerncl, 

40. (previously presenled) The -syslcm oTdaim 36, wlicrein said compiucr network is 
an extrnnet. 

4K (cuiTiintly umondyil) A stor^ige niediutn encoded with machine-readable computer 
program code for facilitating supplier auditing functions in a communications network 
environnionl, Ibo .siorago niedium including instaictions for causing an enterprise system to 
implement a mclhod comprising: 

receiving a request from ii user system associated with the enterprise system to initiate an 
activity, said activity including scheduling an audit for performing an initial or ongoing 
([Uidificalion of an existing or prospective trading partner oflhe enterprise syslcm; 

assignjjigjUijiccjrss^ 

said cntcrj:irisc system retrieving data from thc,at least one database, said data 
corresponding to sui<! requef^taefiv-iiy-.setge^; and 

transjniitinfi said data to said user system based upon tl ie a ccess level: 
wherein said scheduling snid audit includes: 

entering suppHcr data relating to the trading parUicr into a schedule fonn; 
entering requester informnlion into said schedule form; 
selecting an auditor to perform said audit; 
entering a purpose for said audit; 
entering a time frajuc for performing said audit; and 
distributing a completed schedule form to at least one entity; and 
wherein further snid enterprise system includes a quahty 
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mformfUion network Mpplialion for excouling nclivily options that includes the nctivi tv 
ro{[iics|c<l hy ( he tiscr system , 

42, (vvilhtlniwn) The slomye medium ofcliiiin 41 , wherein soid activity includes 
assef>sing a supplier rcc-ord for dclcnniniiig a need to sclicdalc a supplier audit. 

43. (wilhdmvn) The siomge medium ofclaiiTi 42, wherein said £ii>sessing said supplier 
record inchidcs reviewing; 

pjsl audit activity; 
diilt3 ofhii^l iuulit; and 
results of past audits. 

44-45. (canceled:) 

46. (previously presented) The storage medium of claui^ 41 [5J, wlicrein said distributing 
,s:ud couipleled schedule form is aulomnlicnlly performed by said quality infomiatioii network 
a|jplicatio!i via a djstril)Ution list, 

47. (previously presented) The storage medium of claim 41 [5], wherein said distributing 
,sai<l completed sehedule fomi is manually performed by said requester via a distribution list 
jirovided hy snid requester 

48. (previously prescutcd) The storage medium of claim 41 [5], wherein said requester is 
[\ divisional user comprising at least one of an engineer and developer of tlic enterprise system, 
Ihc divisional user requesting an audit of a trading partner that con'Csponds with an cnginccrine 
or dcvelopor group to which the divisional user belongs. 

49. (previously presented) The storage ntediuni of claim 41 [5], wherein said selecting 
said auditor by ^aid requester includes scleclinn criteria including: 

gcograj^hic Joctilion of site to be audited; 
auditing skills possessed by said auditor; 
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a CQinrnotlily subject lo $'M audit; mid 
aiKlilor prc-L|Lial in cation dala. 

50. (previously pi-osciUetl) 'llic storage; medium ofclciim 49, further coinprisitig 
insli'irction.s for ciuising a conipulcr (o iiuplcmcnt: 

auloiDtiticviIly tninsmitling a notice to said auditor; 

rocciviiig a rt*sponsc to the notice from said utidilorby said requester^ wher(?in said 
rcy.poasti is cither a conllrmation notice or a rejection notice. 

5 1 . (Oi iginni) The stoi-agc medium of dnim 50, wherein said requester initiates a second 
audiior selcclion, baiijcd upon receiving said rejection nuLice. 

52. (previously presented) The stoniso medium of claim 41[5]» wherein said entering 
said lime fmmc for performing said audit includes: 

cnterin^t^ a drite planned for snid audit; and 
cuteriny a quarter planne<i for said audit, 

53. (original) '1 he storage medium of claim 41, wherein stiid activity includes viewing it 
scheduled audit, 

54. (original) The storage medium of claim 53, wherein said viewing said scheduled 
audit includes vicwinji by categories, said calcgorics including; 

all audits; 

completed audits; and 
planned audits, 

55. (prcviimsjy presented) The slorat^e mt?dium ofclaim 53, wl\crcin said viewing said 
scheduled audit incUides viewing by; 

trading parlner; 
region; 

quadcr by region by commodily; 
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yciir by qiiiulcr; 
product caLcgory; 
rcqiicslei'; 
nutlitOf; 

or)r.iini/,fUion; nnd 
.<;ilc owner. 

56. (wiilulruwn) 'J hc storage medium ofclaim 41, wherein said activity inckides 
providing audit reporting cbUa by \m riudilor. 

57. (wilhdrawii) The storage medium of cUiim 56, wherein said providing said audit 
rcpoiting d;ila includes; 

providing luidit lest results; 
providiny audit analysis results; 

proviiling dntr-i perlriining to deficiencies in meeting industry standards; 
providini> data pertaining to deficiencies in meeting government standards; 
providing dnta peitaiiuiig to deficiencies in meeting proprietor-imposed standards; 
attaching said audit reporting data ro a corresponding audit schednlc; 
tranHjnilling said audit reporting data and said coiresponding audit seliedulc to a 
dosljinated entity; and 

(iroposing correch'vc actions. 

58. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 57, wherein said transmitting said audit 
repouing data and said corresponding audit schedule is performed automatically by said quality 
infomiation network a|)plication via a distrihulion 

59. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 57, wherein said transmitting said audit 
rcpoiiing data and said corresponding audit schedule is performed manually by said auditor via a 
di*>uibu(ion list provided by said auditor. 

60. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 41, wherein said activity includes 
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vii'wiiig tUKlit reports. 

61. (willukawn) 'J1ic sloriiyc nieclium of claim 41, wherein said activity includes 
vlowinjj trainiiii^ data. 

62. (wilhdnwn) The sUnagc nicdiLim orclaim 61 , wherein said training data includes; 
locUiror>; 

seminars; 
classes; and 
vcsoLircc matcriiils. 

63. (withdrawn) The storage mediuin of claim 41, wherein said activity includes 
viewing oxccntivo .summary rcporls. 

64. (withdniwn) The storage medium ofclaini 41, wherein said aclivily includes 
viewing reference data, soitl reference data includhig: 

industry siandards; 
p,overinnciU standards; and 
proprieior-itnposcd sitandards. 

65. (currently amended) A storage inoiliuin encoded wilh machine-readable computer 
pi'oi^'.ram code for facililating supplier auditing functions in a communications network 
cnvironmenl, tl)e storage medium including instructions for causing an eiiterprise system to 
inipicmcnt a method comprisinii: 

receiving a request from a Sav^X enterprise system to contact a web site maintained by a 
second cnlcrprise syslem, the first enterprise system including a trading partner of the second 
cnlcrprisc system; 

said second enterprise system authenlicating anser ID and password of a user of said first 
onto r|>i ISO sy,slnn; 

rccciviiig a request from the first entcrpri^^e svstciti to initiate an activity, said activity 
inolutlini^ reviuwiny results of an audit performed on the trading pailncr by the second enterprise; 
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asslnnioG tm o ccoss Icv pl to a I'cq ucsjer at t he fir st enterprise s vstcj n with respec t to at 

s>.iid second ctUciprisc? systojn retrieving drita corresponding to said rogues ift etivhy 
t;dec(ed froni ihoj\[ least one dalahasc, said data including the results ofthe audit; and 

IransuiiUing said data to said first e?ilerprisc system based upon t he a ecciis level : 

wht^i'cin said second enlcrprisc systcnt includes a quality inromialion network 
application for executing activity options that incindes the activity rc nues tcd by the first 
cn[CTprisq_sy_su?ii^ 

66, (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 65, further comprising instructions for 
causin^si a comjHiler to impIcTnciit: 

rephcaling selected data fields of a database associated witli said second enterprise 
f)yi;lc;m resiiltin^^ from u request by said first enterprise to submit data into a supplier response 
form, said request associated with a first of said aclivity options; 

|)rovidino access to snid database; 

dtJjplaying said supplier response form; 

receiving response data from said fi|-st enterprise system, said response data provided in 
said supi>h'er response Ibrni; 

stoiimj said response data in said dalabase; and 

associating said response data with an entity williiji said second enterprise system. 

07. (withdi awn) The storage mcdimn of claim 66^ wherein said entity is a division. 

68. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 66, wherein said entity is a commodity. 

60. (withdrawn) The storage medium ofclaim 66. further comprising instructions for 
causing a computer lo implement: 

receiving an atlached text file with said response data. 

70. (wiihdrawn) The storage medium ofclaim 66 wherein said associating said response 
datn wilh said entity includes: 
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bonding a noli flail ion lo said cnlily; and 

iiiiikiug said response data available lo said entity. 

71-72, (cnncclcd) 

73. (willulriHvn) The storage mediujii of claim 65, wherein said first enterprise system is 
a supplier. 

74. (withdrawn) The sloragc medium of cl;um 65, wherein said first enterprise system is 
a conlracl inannfaclnrcf. 

75. (withdrawn) t he sloragc medium of claim 65, wherein said first enterprise system is 
;j trading pnrlner. 

76. (canceled) 

77. (previously presented) The system of claim 36, wherein said distributing said 
coinf>!etcd schedule form is automatically performed by said quality information network 
applicalion via a dislribution list. 

78. (previously presented) The system of claim 36, wherein said distributing said 
completed schedule form is manually ijcrfonncd by said requester via a distribution list provided 
by said rcciuesler. 

79. (previously presented) The system of claim 36, wherein said requester is a divisional 
user coinprlyin«j; at least one of an engineer and developer of the cjitcrprisc system, the divisional 
user requesting an audit of a trading pin iner that coiresponds wilh an engineering or developer 
group to which the divisional user belongs. 

SO, (pi evioufily presented) The system of claim 30 wherein said selecting said auditor by 
said requester includes seleclion criteria including: 
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[^uognipliic localion of site to be audited; 
niKlilinii skills possessed by said audilor; 
a commodity subject to said audit; and 
sitidiior prc-qualificalion 

8L (previously presented) The system of claim 80, further comprising: 
<iulomHiically IranFiniitting a notice to said auditor; 

receiving a response to the notice rroin suid auditor by said requester, wherein said 
rcr.pcnisc is eillier i\ confirmation notice or a rejection notice. 

82. (previously prefienicd) The system ofclaim 81 , wherein said requester initiates a 
second autlitor selection, based upon receiving said rejection notice. 
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